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intro

The first pages of history for the famous Zerstorer Bf 110 were written at the end of 1934, when C-Amt RLM (the technical branch of the Reich’s Air Ministry) issued
a specification for a two seat, twin engined aircraft to fulfill a need within the Kamfzerstorer category. Submitted proposals came from Focke-Wulf (Fw 57), Henschel (Hs
124) and BFW (Messerschmitt Bf 110). In the spring of 1935, the RLM changed its thinking on the spec and cancelled the universal Kamfzerstorer category in favor of two
specific types, the Schnellbomber and the Zerstorer. The new concept of a heavy fighter of the RLM were best satisfied by the Messerschmitt design, which wasn’t really
dictated as much by the original specifications. The first prototype, the Bf 110 V1, first flew May 12, 1936, and the modified second prototype V2 was submitted to the
Erprobungstelle in Rechlin on January 14, 1937. Four development aircraft, A-01 to A-04, powered by JUMO 210Da engines, were delivered at the beginning of 1938. A
production run of 45 Bf 110B’s began in July, powered by JUMO 210Ga engines, delivering some 500kW (680hp). At the end of 1938, the production line for the high
performance DB 601 finally got going, and these were mounted into the first major Bf 110 version, the Bf 110C. The Bf 110C, as was the case with the Bf 110B, was armed
with two MG FF cannon, mounted in the fuselage below the cockpit floor, four MG 17 machine guns mounted in the nose and one rear firing MG 15 machine gun manned by
the gunner/radio operator. There was a crew of two. The Luftwaffe received a total of 169 Bf 110C’s by September, 1939. The first combat experience of the type in Norway
and France uncovered a small operational radius, unsuitable for an escort fighter. The first attempt to remedy the shortcoming came in the form of a large, underfuselage
conformal type external fuel tank, called the Dackelbauch. The Bf 110C-3, adapted to carry this tank, were redesignated D-0. Results were not entirely satisfactory with the D
version, and so there was a reconstruction of the fuel system, after which aircraft of the D version carried two drop tanks under the wings, and a small oil tank under the
fuselage. The Bf 110D also standardized a longer fuselage, by way of an extension at the rear carrying a life raft and other emergency survival gear. This was a feature also
evident on some subsequent Bf 110E’s, which were equipped with bomb racks under the fuselage and wings. The majority of Bf 110E’s were powered by the DB 601N
engines. The following Bf 110F received the DB 601F engines housed in reshaped nacelles, with newer, more rounded spinners, acrodynamic features taken from the Bf
109F. Upgrading efforts were noted in the armament as well, where the MG FF were replaced by MG 151°s. Significant changes came with the Bf 110G, powered by new DB
605 engines. The rear firing MG 82Z double gun appeared on the G-2, and with the G-4 came the replacement of four forward firing machine guns with two 30 mm MK 108
cannon. The G-4 also saw larger rudders mounted.

The Bf 110 went through not only technical changes throughout its career, but also through a development of its operational use. It entered the war as a heavy escort and
attack fighter. By the time of the Battle of Britain, it became apparent that the aircraft, in the role of escort fighter, had been pushing the envelope of its capabilities. On the
contrary, as a defensive weapon against British bombers, the Bf 110 made an extremely good showing of itself, and remained a deadly foe through to the end of the war. The
placement of RAF bombing operations within nighttime hours from 1941 brought the Bf 110 into the realm of nightfighting on the Western Front. On the Eastern Front, they
excelled as fast fighter bombers. Their earlier role as a day attack fighter was still fulfilled not only on the Eastern Front (where they were employed throughout the war
successfully even as the originally envisioned escort fighter), but also on the Western Front into the depths of the summer of 1944, where the role was abandoned primarily,
and finally, due to the effectiveness of American fighter escorts. As a nightfighter in the G-4 version, thanks to a heavy forward firing armament and radar, they soldiered on
literally until the very end of the war. As such, it was the nightfighter role that would prove to be the most significant for the Bf 110 during the course of the Second World War.

uvodem

Historie slavného Zerstoreru Bf 110 se zacala psat na konci roku 1934, kdy C-Amt RLM (Technicky Gifad Risského ministerstva letectvi) vydal specifikace pro
dvoumistné dvoumotorové letouny kategorie Kamfzerstorer. Do konkurzu vstoupily firmy Focke-Wulf (Fw 57), Henschel (Hs 124) a BFW (Messerschmitt Bf 110). Na jafe
1935 RLM své nazory piehodnotilo, univerzalni kategorii Kamfzerstorer zrusilo ve prospéch dvou specializovanych kategorii Schnellbomber a Zerstorer. Pozadavkim
RLM na t€zky stihaci stroj Zerstorer nejlépe vyhovovala Messerschmittova konstrukee, kterd se ptilis nevazala na piivodni zadéni. Prvni prototyp Bf 110 V1 byl zalétan 12.
5.1936, modifikovany druhy prototyp V2 byl do Erprobungstelle v Rechlinu pfedan 14. 1. 1937. Ctyfi stroje zkuSebni série A-01 az A-04, pohanéné motorem JUMO 210Da,
byly dodany zacatkem roku 1938, v ¢ervenci pak zacala vyroba 45 kusti série Bf 110B, pohanéné motory JUMO 210Ga o max. vykonu 500 kW (680 k). Na konciroku 1938 se
koneéné rozbéhla vyroba vykonnych motorit DB 601, které byly montovany do prvni velkosériové verze C. Verze C, stejné jako predchozi B, méla vyzbroj tvofenou dvéma
kanony MG FF, montovanymi do trupu pod podlahou prostoru posadky, c¢tyfmi kulomety MG 17 lafetovanymi v nose letounu, a jednim vzad stfilejicim kulometem MG 15,
obsluhovanym radistou/stielcem. Posadka byla dvouélenna. Do zati 1939 dostala Luftwaffe 169 stroju Bf 110C. Jiz prvni bojové zkusenosti z Norska a Francie ukazaly na
maly operaéni dolet, nevyhovujici pro doprovodné stihacky. Prvnim fesenim tohoto problému byla znama velka podtrupova piidavna nadrz zvana Dackelbauch. Stroje verze
C-3, adaptované k neseni této nadrze, byly pteznaceny na D-0. Vysledky nebyly zcela uspokojivé, u verze D proto doslo k rekonstrukei palivové soustavy, po které stroje fady
D nesly dvé pridavné nadrze pod kiidly a malou pfidavnou olejovou nadrz pod trupem. Stroje Bf 110D m¢ly také standardné prodlouzeny trup, v nastavci za ocasem byl
ulozen zachranny ¢lun a dalsi vybaveni pro pieziti posadky pifi nouzovém pfistani. Prodlouzené trupy zistaly i na nékterych sériich nasledujici verze Bf 110E, ktera byla
vybavena pumovymi zavésniky pod trupem a pod kiidlem. Vétsina Bf 110E byla pohanéna motory DB 601N. Nasledujici verze Bf 110F dostala nové motory DB 601F v
nove tvarovanych kapotach, s novymi, mohutnéjsimi vrtulovymi kuzely — aerodynamika stroje byla zjemnéna ve stylu Bf 109F. Modernizaci prosla i vyzbroj, staré kanony
MG FF byly nahrazeny modernéjsimi MG 151. Vyznamnou zménu pfinesly stroje fady Bf 110G, pohanéné novymi vykonnymi motory DB 605. Od verze G-2 byl instalovan
vzad stiilejici dvojkulomet MG 82Z, u verze G-4 pak byly ¢tyfi kulomety v piidi nahrazeny dvéma 30 mm kanony MK 108. U G-4 byly také zvétSeny smérovky.

Bf 110 prosel béhem své vale¢né sluzby nejen fadou technickych zmén, k vyznamnym zménam doslo také v jeho opera¢nim nasazeni. Do valky typ vstupoval jako tézky
doprovodny a piepadovy stiha¢. Jiz v dobé Bitvy o Anglii bylo zietelné, ze role doprovodné stihacky je na hranicich moznosti stroje. Naopak v obrannych bojich proti
britskym bombardérim se Bf 110 velmi osvéd¢ily a jako piepadovy tézky stiha¢ byl Bf 110 smrtelné nebezpe¢nym protivnikem az do konce valky. Vzhledem k piesunu
bombardovacich operaci RAF do no¢nich hodin pak od roku 1941 Bf 110 pfechazely na zapade¢ do role no¢nich stihacek. Na vychodni fronté se zase vyznamné prosadily jako
rychlé stihaci bombardéry. Svoji pivodni Glohu tézké denni prepadové stihacky ptesto plnily dal jak na vychodé (zde po celou valku tispésné bojovaly i ve své ptivodni roli
doprovodnych stihacek), tak na zapadé az hluboko do 1éta roku 1944, kdy ji pro tézké ztraty, zptisobované predevsim americkymi doprovodnymi stihackami, definitivné
opustily. Jako noéni stihaéky ve verzi G- 4 diky silné hlaviové V}'Izbroji ainstalovanému radaru, ovsem efektivné bojovaly az do samotného konce valky. Noc¢ni stihani se tak
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A Erpr.Gr.210, flown by E. Beudel / H. Diemer, Calais-Marck Air Base, France, Summer, 1940

This aircraft was flown by Lt. Erich Beudel (pilot) and Ogfw. Heinrich Diemer (gunner/observer) on a mission over the Channel on July 29, 1940. They were attacked by a group
of Hurricanes from No. 151 Squadron, RAF. Their C-6 was damaged in the ensuing fight and Beudel had to force-land near St. Omer — Argus, France. Beudel met his fate nearly
amonth later, on August 15. He was killed during an attack on Croydon, UK, flying another Bf 110C-6. The typical early Bf 110 camouflage consists of RLM 70 and RLM 71 on upper
surfaces and RLM 65 on the undersurfaces. The blue-white spinners identified 1st Staffel aircraft of Erp.Gr.210. The unit badge is painted on the nose.

Tento letoun z Erprobungsgruppe 210 pilotoval dne 29. Eervence 1940 Lt. Erich Beudel, druhym ¢lenem osadky byl Ogfw. Heinrich Diemer. B€hem letu nad Kanalem se stfetli
se skupinou Hurricant z No. 151 Squadrony RAF. Beudel musel s poSkozenym stroje nouzové pfistat pobliz St. Omer — Argus. Beudel padl o necely mésic pozdéji, 15. srpna, pfi

néletu na Croydon v kokpitu jiného Bf 110C-6. Letoun nese typickou kamuflaz sloZzenou z lomenych poli RLM 70 a RLM 71 na hornich a boénich plochach a natéru RLM 65
na plochach spodnich. Modro-bilé vrtulové kuzely byly typické pro 1. Staffel Erp.Gr. 210. Na pravé strané pfidé se nachazi znak jednotky.
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B NJG1, Venlo Air Base, the Netherlands, February, 1942

Interestingly, Bf 110C-6s designed for the ground attack role were deployed as night-fighters as well by Nachtjagdgeschwader 1. The combat deployment was quite successful,
as noted by the three kill marks on the rudder. The Geschwader badge was painted on the nose, the Roman number | identifies I. Gruppe. The long tail was not rare on the
C version, but more typical for the Bf 110D and early Bf 110E versions.

Zajimavym nasazenim verze C-6 je no¢ni stihani u Nachtjagdgeschwader 1. O tom, Ze se na no€ni obloze dafilo, svéd¢i trojice bilych prouzkl, symboll sestfeld na svislé ocasni
ploSe. Znak Geschwader se nachazi na pfidi letounu, fimska €islice | znaci I. Gruppe této jednotky. Za pozornost stoji dlouha zad trupu, ktera byla typicka pro verzi D a rané
Bf 110E.
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C ZG26, Derna Air Field, Libya, 1942

This aircraft was one the the three Bf 110C-6s delivered to IIl./ZG 26 and flown in the Mediterranean area. The RLM 79 Sand upper surfaces were somewhat darkened with
freehand sprayed splotches of Dark Green RLM 80 color. The undersurfaces are Light Blue RLM 78. The red tips of the spinners and red individual letter X denotes 8th Staffel
aircraft. Note the Geschwader badge on the nose. This C-6 was equipped with dust filters and bigger engine nacelle radiators to serve in the tropical environment. The gunner’s
cockpitis to the D/ E version standard. The glass surrounding the MG 15 gun was taken off as can be seen from photos.

Jednim ze tfi Bf 110C-6, které se dostaly ke Ill. Gruppe ZG 26 a pUsobily ve Stfedomotfi, je tento letoun. Horni plochy v piskové barvé RLM 79 doplnily ru¢né stfikané hady barvou
RLM 80. Spodni plochy kryla svétle modra RLM 78. Cervené $picky vrtulovych kuZelt a &ervené individualni pismeno X zaFazuiji stroj do 8. Staffel. PFid stroje nese znak
Geschwader. Tento stroj byl vybaven pro sluzbu v poustnich podminkach. Mél prachové filtry na sanich k motorum, vétsi chladi¢e a zadni stfeli$té odpovidalo standardu verzi
—-D a-E. Zfotografii se zd4, Ze proskleni okolo lafety MG 15 bylo demontovano.
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Bf 110C-6 STENCIL VARIANTS
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