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The North American F-86 Sabre was manufactured in Australia by the Comonwealth Aircraft Corporation but
modified to suit Australlan AF requirements. The major requirement was for the instal-fation of the Mk 26
Avon engj-ne giving the aircraft more power than its American-bui1t counterpart. The Avon engine required
a greater quantity of air which necessitated a deeper j-ntake and thus a lower nose prof.i}e. the on.l-y other
significant change was the i-nstall-ation of an Aden cannon in each side of the nose.
The fj-rst fl-ight of the Avon Sabre was on 3rd August 1953 and a totaf of 113 were buil-t. For a totaf of 17
years the Sabre formed an integraL part of the RAAFTs front line fighter squadrons. It underwent a number
of modifications in the early years that increased its fuef capacity and firepower (lncluding the capabillty
to carry Sidewinder missi-les, 500lb bombs and additional underwing tanks). The definitive variant was the
Mk 32 comencing operations in 1960 (aII earfier variants were upgraded to Mk 32 standards). The Sabre
enloyed a varied operational- service with the RAAF incfuding deployment to Ubon in Thail-and (from where it
v.isited Vietnam ln the]-ate 60's) as we.l-l- as golng into action against corffnunist insurgents in Mafaya in
the.Iate 50's. The.Last RAAF Sabre flew on 31 July 1971 and was replaced by the Mirage IIIO (which lasted
an identj-cal number of years before the F-18 in turn replaced it). Two other countrles have operated the
Avon Sabre, Indonesia and Malays.ia. Between 1969 and 197L a totaf of 16 were presented to Malaysia (one
of which was returned to the RAAE and currently flies with the Museum Flight) and in 1913 16 were g.ifted to
the Indoneslans who still operate them (with some incredibly co.Iourful schemes).

CONSTRUCTION

This conversron kiL has been specrfically des.igned to fit the superb l/72 Fujimi E-86F kit (Kit F-19 'Mig
Ki.LIer' is recomended but other solid-winged kits in the Fujj-mi range may be suitable). With only a minimum
of adjustment, the Tasman fuselage shoufd fit snugly onto the Fujimi wlngs. The surface detai}lng on the
fuselage has been exactly matched to that on the wings. Care shoufd be taken when aligning the cockpit/intake
channeling parts - .l-ocating lugs wili need to be glued inside the fusefage nose to ensure the parts fit
properly, The front of the intake channeling shou]-d be cranked open a mi.Limetre to match up wrth the deeper
nose cap supplied in the conversion. Some puttying wi-If be needed the bfend the two together. There are a
number of differences in surface detailing between the standard and RAAF Sabres (intakes, griIIs, pane.I.Iines
etc) on the fuselage and all- of these have been incorporated. The Fujimj- canopy wlff fit precisely, however,
for those who want the c.Iari-ty and sca.Ie accuracy of a vac-formed canopy, a Fa.Icon Clear-Vax canopy has been
supp 1ied.

PAINTING AND DECALING

Ail RAAF Avon Sabres had an afuminlum paint scheme with onfy the area at the bottom of the rear fuselage
Ieft in natural metal. The panel surrounding the cannon port is a darkened steel cofour as is the area
around the jet pj-pe. The anti-g1are panel ls semi-matt black.
At the time of production onfy two decal options are avaifab.Ie for the RAAF Sabre, a 16 Sqn one on ESCI's
European/Us F-86 sheet (a fittfe crude by today's standards but useable) and the scheme if.Iustrated above
on Tasman Decal's sheet v7201 (availabfe where you bought this kit). A number mcre R.IAF, Indonesian and
Mal,aysian Sabre schemes will be supplied on upcom.ing Tasman sheets ( there are doze, s to choose froml ) .

REFERENCE SOURCES

There are a number of excellent published reference sources on the Avon Sabre and the best are listed here:-
Austrafia's Miiitary Aircraft by Ross Gi-I-Iett (Network Distributors, 54 Park St, Sydney, I'lSI,i 2000, Australia,)
Sabre, Meteor & Vdq)ire in RAAF Seryire (published by above ccnpany).
Ajrcraft of the RAAF l92l-78 by Geoffrey Pentland (Kmkaburra Technical Pub.lictions Pty).
Aircarn Aviation Series Nr 20 Vol 2 ConnDnwealth Sabres.
Aircm Avlation Serles Nr S12 Vof 2 Aerobatic Teams 1950-71.
Various j-ssues of IPMs-Australia's Mode.Icraft nEgazine (P.O. Box 1187K, G.P.O., Melbourne, Victoria 3001, Austra]-1a).
Various issues of Austra.Iian P.Iastic Modeflers Association negazire (P.O. Box 51, Strathfield, NSW 2135, Australia.)
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