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DEFENDER OF BRITAIN
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the nature of radar installations along the English coast, ignored
them completely.

For the first few months of the battle Britain’s airfields bore
the brunt of the Luftwaffe’s attack. The battle was unrelenting;
Spitfire pilots became accustomed to going up on five or six
missions daily, seven days a week. The toll on both sides
mounted; stubbornly British fighters went on knocking down
Germans, against overwhelming numerical odds, at the rate of
almost two to one. As the magnificent island defence went on,
more and more pilots were killed; more came forward to take
their places. The life expectancy of a Spitfire pilot during the
most crucial phase was 87 flying hours. Some squadrons lost
their entire strengths several times over. Still we held on.

Infuriated at Britain’s defiance and Fighter Command’s un-
believable courage and effectiveness, Hitler directed his bombers
to unload their vengeance on English cities. Soon areas of
London, Liverpool, Bristol and other cities were being reduced
nightly to flame and rubble; calmly, Britain ‘“‘tock it”, and
with unceasing determination Spits and Hurricanes went up to
take their deadly toll of Hitler’s raiders. Hitler had to delay his
invasion once, then twice, then three times. Then, indefinitely.
England kept control of her skies. By battle’s end, we had lost
915 planes against the Germans’ 1,733.

' Only one aircraft was the Spitfire’s match: the deadly Focke-
wulf 190. Faster and more manoeuvrable than the Spit, intro-
duced to combat in 1941, its effectiveness in the long run was
lessened by its short range and by the fact that Hitler drew off
many Focke-wulfs from crucial European theatres to support
his calamitous Russian campaigns.

The Spitfire’s exploits in Northern Europe, the East, the
Western Desert and other theatres were as decisive, and almost
as legendary, as its heroic role at home. Without it, victory
would have been unthinkable. It is not too strong to say the
' Spitfire, particularly in the absolute conflict of 1940, saved
| civilisation in the West.

- There were so many Marks and variants of this acroplane that
} a whole page would be necessary even to summarise performance
i figures. The Spit excelled as interceptor, escort fighter, fighter-
' bomber, low-level attack-bomber, photo reconnaissance aircraft
—its carrier-based version, the Seafire, was almost as illustrious.

A magnificent fighting machine. Of the Spits, their sister
Hurricanes and the men who flew them, Winston Churchill
said, “Never, in the field of human conflict, was so much owed

by so many to so few.”
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(Story by courtesy of Triang Magazine)
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Collect all the Inside Story Books. Pull this Book carefully away from the box and rub the special glue off the back.

KIT ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS
Vickers-Supermarine Spitfire i

INSTRUCTIONS

It is recommended that the instructions and exploded view are studied and
assembly practised before commencing.

Use Frog or Britfix Polystyrene Cement and Frog or Humbrol Paints.

It may be necessary in some cases to mix two or more colours to obtain shades
required. Paint all small parts before assembly.

Keep cement well away from face, eyes and clothing.

NOTE: Very little cement is needed to hold parts together. Use it sparingly (be sure

to keep it away from plane’s outside surfaces), and you will produce a very neat model.
To open capsule of cement, snip off end with scissors and squeeze gently onto surface to be

adhered. Excessive pressure on the capsule should not be used. Squeeze paint from capsule

onto palette before using.
BLY INSTRUCTIONS
S lor (2): pass propellor shaft through bush (3)

i 1) to propel opel :
i ﬁzcgzt::li;lzl?gll‘fglg {)4) I‘.E end of shaft, allowing 1t to run free in bush.
Cement fuselage halves (5) and (6) together with propellor unit in place.
Cement wing halves (7) and (8) in slots in fuselage. .
Cement tailplane halves (9) and (10) in the slots in the end of the fuselage.
Assemble radiator (11), exhaust pipes (12), and oil cooler (13) in their
respective positions on the fusclage and wings.
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OTHER ‘INSIDE STORY’KITS

v FROC

Each of these FRoE kits is
supplied complete with cement,
brush and paint.

Also Gold Tokens for Free Gifts

FROG PLASTIC CONSTRUCTION KITS ARE MADE IN ENGLAND

. BY INTERNATIONAL MODEL AIRCRAFT LIMITED

G Pafent Application No. 12520/65




