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The period of peace between the two world wars saw continuous advancement in aviation technologies.
With WWII approaching, European aviation technology was in the lead with Japan trailing behind. Following
a period of isolationism, the United States still had biplane Grumman F3F fighters aboard its carriers in 1938.
To address the situation, the US Navy had just accepted the new Brewster F2A Buffalo for carrier service
despite its less than spectacular performance.

In March of the same year, the US Navy bureau of aeronautics sent out requests a for high performance
ship-borne aircraft capable of carrying 3 to 4 bombs with a range of over a thousand miles. Chance-Vought
submitted proposal V-166B that utilized the new Pratt and Whitney R-2800 then under development. When
this enormous air-cooled power plant came into service its 2000 hp output surpassed all other power plants
of its time. To effectively put this enormous output to use, the diameter of the propeller was increased to an
amazing 13ft, 4in. Consequently an inverted gull wing was utilized on the V-166B to give the large propeller
sufficient ground clearance without lengthening the landing gear making it prone to collapse. The inverted
gull wing also reduced drag where the wing joins the fuselage.

In February of 1939, V-166B was selected among other bidders and production of XF4U commenced. To
fulfill the requirements of aerial combat, 3 MG53-20 .50 caliber machine guns were placed into each wing.
In April of 1941, production of the FAU was begun with the name "Corsair" as it's official moniker.

In June of 1942, the F4U-1 went into active service. Due to the lengthy nose, which affected its forward
visibility, combines with some undesirable carrier landing characteristics, the Corsair was not deployed as a
ship-borne aircraft. Instead they were used as land-based fighters in the Pacific on bases like Guadalcanal
and in the Solomon Islands. To address some of these shortcomings, the F4U-1A was introduced In November
of 1942 with bubble type canopy and raised cockpit for better forward visibility.

Through war attrition, Japanese air combat strength progressively diminished. With dominance of the skies
established, new sorties were assigned to Corsair units in March of 1944: Air-to-ground attack. In following
month, the ground attack capability of the Corsair was further enhanced with the introduction of the F4U-1D
with underwing pylons. Eventually launch rails were installed in underwing stations for the 5 in. aerial rockets.

By the end of 1944, Corsairs were deployed off carriers in large numbers and further involved in ground
attack in the Western pacific. Developed concurrently with the F4U-1D, the F4U-1C, armed with four 20mm
canons (in place of the six .50 caliber machine guns) was introduced. By 1945, Corsairs had participated in
fleet escort operations and offensive sorties agains Okinawa.
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Illustration:[& 5% A
Method For Applying Decals: 7k B 4% {5 FH ER BB:
% Agglutinate % No Agglutinate .
b EBERA THES 1.Clean Model Surface With Wet Cloth. 1 8E R REES S
2.Cut Out Of Decal Sheet And Dip Them 2 SRR TR RKFIREH
X2 Make 2 Sets ﬁ%/ Rﬁmove In Warm Water For 15 Seconds. 15%)
—Hmfr Lol 3.Place it on proper position on model. 3UHR B RS E
/ : d 4 .Slide off base paper leaving decals On ]
, il ‘ e Model With Wet Finger Tip. PWE BN f g il R
5.Move Decals To Exact Position, Push E#
:\ \| File Hole || open Hole Out Excess Water Under Decal With 5,48 BE 4T 88 B T i £ B M AT IR
“u' e EE R Soft Cotton Cloth. Bkiz
6.When Decals Get Dry Then Complete. 6 EE RSB EEE
Cutoff @ Apply Decal
Gl B E R
Color list: R FE
GSI Creos
Brand Humbrol Revell Lifecolor
Color Hobby Color| Mr.Color  [Mr.Color Spray|
Blue gray FS35189 EETR C367 UA038
Extra dark seagray gigiR| H333 €333 123 LC70
Flat black SHYLE H12 C33 J33 33 8 LCO02
Gloss seablue JLEBE HM C365 181 UA047
Light gull gray FS36440 ;&E&jx| H51 c11 J11 UA25
Olive drab(1) g H52 c12 J12 155 UA15
Silver iR H8 C8 J8 1 90 LC74
Sky xE C368 20 UA95
Tire black fRRaE H77 C137 85 302 LCO02
White FS17875 Hl H316 C316 22 4 LC51
Yellow = H4 4 J4 69 12 LC53

R »,’%5\9“
L\ N ‘7,

q \ -
i




[ Tire black ]
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**Closed cowl flaps
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**Plane in flight

**Parked plane ’
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C1 [ Gloss Sea Blue ]
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@ F4U-1 Corsair
VF-17, USS Bunker Hil, July 1943.
EEEEF17HMERT IR BELSEMZEEHE 143F7H -

Body Color: P Gloss seablue P Blue gray FS35189 Light gull gray FS36440

@ Corsair | (F4U-1)
FAA 1834 squadron, Royal Navy, Quonset Point, July 1943.
EFEE18URHMER, FEEINEHEE,1943E7H -

Body Color: P Extra dark seagray g Olive drab(1) Sky




F4U-1A Corsair
VMF-214, Solomon lIslands, December 1943.

EEEEEHFE2IABFAKDER REMEBE1943F 128 -
Body Color: @@ Gloss seablue @D Bue gray FS35189 Light gull gray FS36440

@ F4U-1A Corsair

number 18 Squadron, Royal New Zealand Air Force, Guadalcanal, 1945.
T R K E 5 18 kX, IUZERANRE, 19454 -

Body Color: @ Blue gray FS35189 ~  Light gul gray FS36440
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F4U-1C Corsair
VF-85, USS Shangri-La, March 1945.

ZEEEESSHFIMI TR, BIE BN R Z2HE 1045538 -
Body Color: . Gloss seablue
. &0

F4U-1C Corsair
VBF-99, USS Shangri-La, July 1945.

REEEROBFIRIFE TR SEERRMZEEHE 1945F78 -

Body Color: ¢ Gloss seablue




F4U-1D Corsair
VF-84, USS Bunker Hil, Feb 1945.

EEEEFABARTIR, BELRMESE 1945528 -

Body Color: @P Gloss seablue = Yellow

F4U-1D Corsair
VBF-88, USS Yorktown(CV-10), Aug 1945.

£EEF S BFIM PR, A5 HIRA 2= B8R, 19455 8R -

Body Color: @@ Gloss seablue
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