Decalcomaniacs! DM-045

Commonwealth Armies #1: New Zealand

This decal sheet can not hope to definitively cover the complex nature of
the subject of Commanwealth markings and users are encouraged 10 consult the
reference section for further information.

Divisional Markings

Officially, New Zealander divisions carried a formation sign. These were
normally carried on the left front and rear (facing) of the hull. On some Stuarts
(M3AL1) used by territorial units, this marking was placed on the machine gun
sponson front (also on the left facing side). Depending on the division, the color of
the square on which the formation sign was painted denoted the brigade. The colors
are delineated in the table below.
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Tactical Markings/Miscellaneous Markings

In addition to the hull-mounted markings described above, New Zealand
AFV’s carried tactical symbols on their turrets or superstructure sides. The color of
the symbol denoted the squadron (company) and the shape denoted the troop
(platoon). The colors and symbols are shown in the table below:.

Unit| Figure Unit Color

HQ |Diamond Senior Red
A | Triangle o Yellow
B | Square Junior Blue
C | Circle Independent| Green

Finally, New Zealand vehicles were supposed to carry census numbers, much like
their British counterparts. In the Pacific theater, these were almost randomly carried.
The Mediterranean theater showed slightly more uniformity. These took the form
of a letter preceding a number. The leading letter was “T” for tanks and tracked
carriers and “F” for armored cars. “NZ” was also used, primarily for units in the

Pacific theater of operations.
Equipment

New Zealand forces’ equipment varied considerably by theater of
operations. In North Africa and Mediterranean theaters, their equipment was more
along the lines of a British or American formation. In the Pacific, the quantity and
quality of the equipment received was more haphazard.

In Europe, the 2™ New Zealand Division was equipped with Sherman IIB,
11, IC and VC Firefly tanks. The Sherman III's (M4A2) were varied comprising of
small hatch hulls (with welded hoods) and M34 gun mounts. Some later deliveries
comprised of later-turreted tanks with wider gun mounts.

In the Pacific, M3A1 hybrid Stuarts, universal carriers, M3 scout cars,
Daimler scout cars, Valentine ITI, Valentine ITICS and Valentine V were used. Two
Matilda IVCS tanks were also issued, as well.

The modeler is highly encouraged to obtain Jeffrey Plowman’s fwo books
on New Zealand Armor in World War Two: 4th New Zealand Armoured Brigade in

Italy and New Zealand Armour in the Pacific 1939-45 for exact tables of

organization and equipment.
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